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the southern plains of the Loire where it joins its three
tributaries, the Creuse, Vienne and Claine.
It is difficult to define exactly where that encoun-
ter of Islam and Christendom, decisive in the history of
the East and the West, took place. But it is generally
agreed that it was the plain situated between Poitiers
and Tours, on the banks of the Claine and Vienne,
branches of the Loire, not far from the city of Tours.
The Muslim chronicle deals concisely with this great
battle, and the Arabic sources we have give no com-
prehensive details. There are, however, some details
about it in some Muslim chronicles cited by Conde, the
Spanish historian, to which we shall refer later. The
Frankish and ecclesiastical chronicles, on the contrary,
deal at length with the events of this battle and give
interesting details, but they are doubtful and lack
historical precision. We shall first give an account of
the battle based on both chronicles, and afterwards
give their details.
The Muslim army reached the plain stretching
between Poitiers and Tours, as already stated. The
Muslims captured and pillaged Poitiers and burned its
famous cathedral. They then attacked Tours, situated
on the left bank of the Loire, captured it and destroyed
its cathedral. Meanwhile the Frankish army had reach-
ed the banks of the Loire; the Muslims did not, at
first, realize this fact, and their reconnoitring guards
wrongly estimated its strength. Thus when Abdul
Rahman wished to cross the Loire to meet the enemy
on its right bank, he was surprised by the arrival of the
great forces of Karl Martel. Abdul Rahman, realizing
that the Frankish army was superior in number, re-
tired from the banks of the river again to the plain
between Tours and Poitiers* Karl Martel crossed the
Loire west of Tours and encamped with his army a few
miles to the left of the Muslim army between the
rivers Claine and Vienne,
The state of the Muslim army inspired anxiety